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book and YouTube as well as producing a 

number of new resources available for affiliated 

squash clubs. We now have a range of promo-

tional posters and postcards, mirroring the 

branding seen on the website, that you can 

pick up from our office or arrange to have 

posted out to your club by e-mailing 

john.davis@englandsquashandracketball.com  

We now have the team and resources in place 

to offer more support to squash clubs than ever 

before. As your Regional Manager I would be 

delighted to hear from any clubs looking for 

help to increase levels of adult participation in 

either squash or racketball so 

please drop me a line. 

Dear all, 

The past month has been a tremendously 

busy one for squash at every level. Most of 

our County Leagues have now started, in-

cluding the new  Racketball league in Es-

sex, the Regional Junior Closed was held at 

Bishopôs Stortford and the first major event 

of the professional circuit, The British Open, 

was won by an Englishman in Manchester. 

This continues to be an exciting time for 

squash and racketball as a result of devel-

opments taking place within the National 

Governing Body. Our Marketing team have 

been hard at work increasing our presence 

on the internet through our website, Face-

Nick Matthew & Rachael 
Grinham - British Open 

Champions 2009 

You may have read in last monthôs issue that England Squash & Racketball had released their 
own video channel on YouTube. Well, after the success of the first promo videos we have now 
put up a wide range of brand new videos including óplayer biographiesô and óinstructional vid-
eosô. More will be added at regular intervals so keep checking back.  
Check them out at www.youtube.com/user/ESquashandRacketball  
Also... If you use Facebook, you may also want to join the ES&R Facebook page for regular 
updates on what we are up to and for some great player photos! 

As England Squash & Racketball look to develop the sport at every level we are constantly 
looking for new ways to improve the experiences of our members and players. One way in 
which we are doing this is in the new look Junior Regional Academy Squad. The invitations for 
these sessions will be going out this week. The Academy Squad days this year will be taking a 
more ówhole sportô approach aiming to develop your game and ability to excel as much as you 
can. This setup will include help with your technique, tactics, preparation and a look to how 
you can improve your dietary regimes, warm up and background fitness.  
It is also important to remember not to be too disheartened if you are not picked for the squads  
as we now have very good communication between the regionôs many coaches and our new 
Regional Coach, Paul Carter. This is allowing us to monitor all of our playersô development to 
the most efficient level. Also remember that there will be other chances for you to shine as 
there will be a variety of mini squads sessions throughout the year which you may be invited to 
attend.  Therefore keep playing and training hard and your work will not go 
unnoticed! I wish you all the best of luck and a successful season!! 

Important Information -  East Region Juniors  

http://www.youtube.com/ESquashandRacketball
http://www.youtube.com/user/ESquashandRacketball
http://www.facebook.com/
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Report by John Davis  

The Pro-zone -  British Open 
Produces all English Affair  

This month Manchester played host to the 2009 British Open 
Championships. This illustrious event was a huge success 
producing some exhilarating squash for all  the spectators 
that were lucky enough to be there. Being lucky enough to 
work at the event I managed to see a number of the qualify-

ing and first round matches which was 
my first live viewing of elite level 
squash. The standard of the games 
played was incredibly high, most 
memorable was a 7 minute rally 
which, of course, resulted in a let 
call!!!! In the menôs draw there were a 
few shock exits with the world number 1 and 2 both falling in 
the second round. One of East Regionôs stars, Daryl Selby, 
who had never got past the first round before, managed to 
reach the Semi Finals with some giant killing performances 
along the way.  
The menôs final was contested by two English players James 

Willstrop and England roommate Nick Matthew. In an epic  5 
game thriller, Matthew just edged it, saving Championship 
point in the final game to go on and take the title. 
  

In the womenôs draw the prolific, World Number 1 Nicol David was defeated by Ire-
landôs Madeline Perry who went on to reach the final but could only manage the 
runner up spot as Rachael Grinham produced some tight and technical squash to 
take the title. Grinhamôs run to the final included beating Englandôs Jenny Duncalf 
in the semiôs.  
A special thanks has to go to the sponsors, to everyone who helped organise the event and to the referees 

that all came together to make it the success it was. Praise must also go to the players 
that performed so well, enabling the British Open to be a truly competitive tournament 
that, this year especially, highlighted the achievements of Elite English Squash.  
In summary; if you havenôt seen it live - you are really missing out! 

British Open Masters -  Manchester 2009  

The British Open also produced some interesting Masters Squash, with both menôs and womenôs competitions 
taking place alongside the main draws. England Squash & Racketball had two of itôs own taking part in the 
Mens O40 event; Jim Lord (Operations Director) and Pete Goodings (Regional Manager-East Midlands). 
Sadly, our players failed to secure an all ES&R final, Jim exiting in the 2nd round and Pete coming close to a 
semi final appearance, losing from a 2-0 lead in the quarter finals. 
Here is a list of the finalists for each category: 
 
Men's O35 - Simon Parke  bt Hadrian Stiff                 Womenôs O35 - Jeannine Cowie bt Christine Smylie 
Men's O40 - Kevin White bt Yawar Abbas                  Womenôs O40 - Nikki Fowler bt Isabelle Tweedle 
Menôs O45 - Simon Taylor bt Eamon Price                 Womenôs O45 - Sil Schrijvers bt Bea De Drevspitse 
Menôs O50 - Ross Norman bt Richard Milman            Womenôs O50 - Julie Field bt Lesley Sturgess 
Menôs O55 - Mark Cowley bt Peter Alexander            Womenôs O55 - Bett Dryhurst bt Maureen Carroll 
Menôs O60 - Philip Ayton bt Howard Charlin                
Menôs O65 - Adrian Wright bt Kenneth Johnson          
Menôs O70 - Pat Kirton bt Michael Gough                    

The glass court at the National Squash  
Centre, Manchester 

Nick Matthew emerges 
 victorious  

Rachael Grinham wins 
her 4th title!! 


