County Weekend 14th 15th November 2009

The mens senior county team were in action on 14th and 15th of October in the mens division 2 section. We were drawn away in Buckinghamshire and faced tough opposition from the hosts themselves, Berkshire and Suffolk.

 After a successful weekend last time around in March 2009 where Beds won the weekend it was disappointing this time that selection proved a major headache. With regular team members Nick Lavery and Gary Milner away on holiday and Steve Barlow, Bruce St Leger and Richard Carr only available for one match it did give us the opportunity to introduce some new players into the side and get them some experience at this level. The three teams were therefore much changed for each match and in total saw 5 players make there debut for Bedfordshire (Declan and Ali both still at school – something that bodes well for the future!).

The first match against Bucks was potentially going to be one of the toughest encounters and so it proved with the team going down 5-0. However, we were not totally whitewashed and picked up 5 points against them with Ian Thomas and Mahdi Ali going to 5 sets.

Our next match on the Saturday saw Declan Osborn (Luton and Dunstable Squash club) and Will Montgomery (John Bunyan) come in to make their debuts in place of Richard Carr and Bruce St Leger. Beds won the match 4-1 with Ian and Ali getting particularly good results at number 2 and 3 respectively.  Suffolk it has to be said were weaker than in previous years but it was still a pleasing win and meant we went into our last match against Berkshire on the Sunday with a  chance of finishing in the top two and going through to the promotion weekend.
The Sunday morning match got off to the worst possible start with debutant Gregg Proudfoot twisting his ankle in the 4th point of the match and being unable to continue. Ross Proudfoot battled hard in an entertaining match but went down 3-1 as did Steve Barlow, Mahdi Ali and Steve Davies. Despite our second 5-0 loss of the weekend all the matches were certainly competitive and some good squash was played by the all.

Overall we finished 3rd out of the four teams and will now play in the relegation weekend in March. However, we have had five new players come into the squad who all performed well and it was pleasing that we were competitive even in defeat. We also have had the chance to look at some younger players and this must stand them and the county in good stead for the future. 
Beds vs Bucks

Steve Davies lost

1-3

Bruce St Leger lost

0-3

Ian Thomas lost

2-3

Mahdi Ali lost


2-3

Richard Carr lost

0-3

Beds vs Suffolk

Steve Davies won

3-1

Ian Thomas won

3-1

Mahdi Ali won

3-2

Declan Osborn lost

1-3

Will Montgomery won
3-0

Beds vs Berks

Steve Davies lost

1-3

Mahdi Ali lost


1-3

Greg Proudfoot lost

0-3 (walkover Gregg injured)

Steve Barlow lost

1-3

Ross Proudfoot lost

1-3

